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Thank you, Dan!

The summer months at Redeemer
are quiet, typically. Not so much this
summer. The Build on Faith
sanctuary renovations kept things
more lively than usual. As I write
this, the finishing touches are almost
done, and we will worship once again
in the sanctuary on Sunday,
September 3rd!

We look forward to Sunday,
September 24th, our official
Dedication Sunday for our
renewed worship space! Please plan
to worship with us on that special
Sunday.

This project was a long time in the
making. Many folks have had a hand
in it, from the dreaming to the
planning, and finally, to the
implementation this summer.
Nothing about this project would
have gone so smoothly without the
faithful dedication of our Build on
Faith chairperson, Dan Nixon. Dan
went above and beyond in organizing,
supervising and (in many instances)
doing what needed to be done. We
owe Dan great thanks for seeing this
project through to completion.

With the sanctuary renovation
(almost) complete, now what? I ask
that not in the sense of what project
comes next, but rather: why did we
do it in the first place? We have a
beautiful space to worship, yes, but if
our sanctuary is just a nice spot for us
to do our “religious thing,” then I’m
afraid we’ve missed something crucial.
We may have created something
beautiful, but it may be of very limited
value.
We are reminded everyday that the
world “out there” is a dangerous,
scary place. The world “out there”
needs the divine things around which

we gather, and by which we are fed.
What really matters — more than
the space in which we worship — is
the community, gathered around the
gifts of God. To the extent that our
sanctuary enables that gathering, and
to the degree that it transmits a sense
of welcome and peace and grace,
then we have done something truly
worthwhile.
As I write this, the tragedy of
Houston continues to unfold, a
reminder that our sanctuaries are
illusions. The “real world” gives us
no pause to comfortably settle.
There is much work to do, the work
of justice, peace and love. This is a
“through place,” a place where we
are refreshed for work that God has
called us to do.
And not just for us; this is, indeed, a
place of grace for all.
+

Pr. Tom Kildea

Reconnect on Rally Day!

What is Rally Day? see page 2

Rally Day – Sunday, September 10
for families of all shapes and sizes

Worship that Welcomes
at 8:30 & 10:15 AM
Sign up for Sunday School
and meet your teacher
(more about Sunday School on page 6)

Picnic at 11:45

Great food for all!
Special fun and games for the kids!
All are welcome!
rain or shine

Please stand by our neighbors as they begin the long
road to recovering from Hurricane Harvey.

ALMOST DONE
We are planning to worship in the
sanctuary beginning on September 3
Sunday, September 24th,
our official

Dedication Sunday
for our renewed worship space!
Please plan to worship
on that special Sunday.
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Lutheran Disaster Response is collaborating with
community leaders and officials to initiate the proper
responses, particularly the long-term recovery efforts,
expecting to take years. Lutheran Disaster Response
will be there to accompany those affected through
every phase of this disaster.
Gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response, designated
for "Hurricane Response – United States" will be
used entirely (100 percent) for this disaster until
the response is complete. Together, we can help
provide immediate and long-lasting support.
Make a gift online at www.elca.org
or send your check payable to: Hurricane Response United States to the address below.
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
P.O. Box 1809
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009

page 2

small

In commemoration of the
500th anniversary of the
Reformation, Redeemer
will be having two events to
reflect on our theological roots:
Special Movie Presentation:

MARTIN LUTHER: THE
IDEA THAT CHANGED
THE WORLD
Tuesday, October 10
at 7:00 PM
Redeemer will present a screening
of the new Martin Luther movie,
Martin Luther: The Idea That
Changed the World. Check it out
at www.newluthermovie.com.
Movie begins at 7 PM, with postmovie discussion to follow.
Refreshments will be available.
Friends and neighbors welcome!

SHARED ROOTS,
NEW BEGINNINGS
Lutheran-Jewish Dialogue

Wednesday, October 4
7:30 PM
in the Redeemer fellowship hall
We gather with our Jewish friends
of Or Ha Lev to reflect on our
journey together as people of
faith. We will explore
Lutheran/Jewish relations in the
past (which were not always so
good) and re-imagine our way
forward into the future. Led by
Pastor Tom Kildea and Rabbi Deb
Smith.
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ESTHER/NAOMI CIRCLE
Wednesday, September 6, 12 noon
A 3 session study of the Apostles’ Creed begins. Copies of the study
are available in the RLCW mailbox or in Gather magazine. Bring your
lunch – fellowship begins at noon, study 1 to 2 PM.
WOMEN OF THE WORD
Tuesday, September 12, 7:30 PM
Study of Genesis continues in chapters 37 and 41. Joseph is Jacob’s favorite
son, and boy, does that cause problems. All women are invited to join the
discussion. We are not Bible scholars, just women looking for inspiration,
fellowship and mutual support. For more information contact Kathy Fiscella
kathy.fiscella@gmail.com

BOOK GROUP
Thursday, September 28, 7:30 PM
A Separate Peace by John Knowles
(Please note this book is a change from our initial selection.) If you like to
read join us! The informal discussion will be at Diane Carlock’s, 13 Sherman
Pl, Flanders. See Janice Kildea janicekildea@yahoo.com if you have questions.

STUDY OF MATTHEW
Thursdays, at 12 noon, beginning October 1
Pastor Newbold leads this study of Matthew’s Gospel, each Thursday at
noon. Bring your lunch while discussing the rich scriptures that are the
focus of worship in 2017.

RE: BIBLE STUDY FOR WOMEN
resumes Friday, October 8, 9:15 AM
Regroup, Refresh, Reveal and Respond.
Fall 2017 book: 31 Verses to Write on Your Heart by Liz Curtis Higgs
Paula Chaney will facilitate the fall discussion, as Shelly Housel’s work
schedule no longer permits her attending. The book can be found on Liz
Curtis Higgs’ website as well as Amazon and Ebay. It comes in hard cover &
Kindle versions, both around $10, new. This is a wonderful opportunity to
join a Bible study if you've never done one before. Bring a friend - life is
better when we do it together! Contact Paula if you have questions.
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Mountain TOP — July 15 to 23

Traveling to Tennessee mountains this past July for the 2017 youth summer mission were Austin Cummis, Shane Cummis, Brody
Hageneder, Brendon Hoagland, Walter Jacobus, James Kildea, Chris Lange, Nick Mauro, and chaperones, Pastor Kildea and Bob
Fiscella. A few reflections of their week of service are printed below. Hear more of their experiences at worship on September 10.

My experience at Mountain TOP
was very powerful. On the first day,
we were assigned to a small group
that would work together for the
week to accomplish the tasks given
to us. One of the things that stood
out to me is one of the people I met
in my small group named Loftin. He
is from Texas and is the volunteer
youth director at his church. He is
going to college for a degree in
Theology, as he wants to become a
pastor himself, but interestingly
enough, he’s not overly concerned
about getting the degree, because
he believes being a pastor is so
much more than having a piece of
paper. As the Youth Director,
Loftin was able to recruit around 80
young people to his church by going
places where young people hang out
and talking to them about how
church is important and can also be
really fun. We are still in contact
and he constantly posts inspiring
messages to his friends on Snapchat.
Meeting him was one of the most
intriguing experiences I had and
something I did not expect when
going to Mountain TOP. It was
inspiring to see someone relatively
young that seemed so close to God.
Christopher Lange
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During my short time at Mountain
Top, there were many, many
challenges. Most of which were out
on the job site. My group was called
the Thunderbirds. We were
renamed the Blunderbirds by the
end of the week, and for good
reason. Every single project had
something go wrong. But this is
where I felt God most. God saw us
struggling and he gave us new ideas
and new ways to get the job done.
One example of this was when we
were working and we were having
immense trouble. A random
stranger was looking for property
down the road and stopped by to
ask for directions. Within one
minute he grabbed a level and
started helping us. He and his family
helped us for more than 4 hours.
We prayed with them, worked with
them and the man said something
that hit everyone hard "God asked
me to pull over and help." This man
was a godsend and showed us that
God is always looking for ways to
help us succeed.
Brendon Hoagland

Most of the people my group
worked with were elderly. We
helped with yard work, building a
ramp and a shed. You could see
how poverty affected the people in
the area, but also how thankful they
were for our help. My work group
worked very well together. No
matter how tired or hard the job
we worked together to complete
it. We had a lot of fun together
also. I had a good experience and
miss my group. I would love to do
it again next summer.
Austin Cummis
Mountain TOP was one of the
greatest experiences of my life. It
was both spiritually and mentally
transformative. I got to see how
people with less seemed like they
have so much. A better sense of life
with less. I miss my YRG [Youth
Renewal Group] and large group. I
would love to see those people
next summer as most of the groups
go every year.
Shane Cummis
more on Mountain TOP on page 5
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continued from page 4

My Mountain TOP Adventure
This summer me and some other
dudes from RLC ( All boys, AKA:
The Jersey Boys), rented a van and
drove down to Tennessee. Down
there is a place called Mountain
TOP. Sure the camp program at
Cross Roads is better, but that
wasn't important. What was
important was what we were there
for. The people. Between the
people we were assigned to help, or
the people in our YRG [Youth
Renewal Group], everywhere you
turned there were interesting
people with emotional backstories
and spiritual journeys. The people
we helped were always very kind to
us and were grateful for the tasks
we completed for them. As the
week went on we got to know our
YRG’s, which was the group we did
the projects with. You were not
allowed to be in the same group as

someone from your church, so that
everyone met new people. I was in
a group with a pastor from a church
in Tennessee, Sam from Kansas,
Isaiah from Texas, Westly from
Tennessee, Taylor from Michigan,

and Ambrey from Florida. At the
end of the week we were all great
friends. Mountain TOP was a great
experience for me and I hope to go
again in a few years.
James Kildea

This year, the first time since I was in high school, I spent a week at Cross Roads as a camper at Family Camp. It was a wonderful
time to reconnect all the same reasons I send my kids to camp. Pastor Jeff from Clifton, Rachel Kurtz, and so many wonderful
families from across the country spent a week at camp exploring the theme Water of Life. Family Camp allowed me to commune
with the other camping families but also with nature and with God. I loved swimming in the pool, going on early morning hikes with
Jacob, and canoeing on our beloved Lake Beisler.
The rise and shine morning sing fest with Rachel Kurtz was fun and silly and inspiring for kids of all ages. We had the opportunity to
do so many camp activities like swimming, canoeing, arts & crafts, fort building, archery, giant swing, and more. We ended each day
with worship and fellowship. We even had an eclipse viewing party with the staff and campers sharing viewing boxes & glasses.
In the morning, Discovery was insightful, with a hands-on demonstration — Walk for Water. We walked to the lake with buckets
and varied plastic containers. Along the way we read informational facts about what many women and girls must do to meet their
family's basic needs. They sacrifice their education when the girls of the family need to get water. They might walk nearly 4 miles
round trip to get water that may not be safe to drink, risking disease and death just to have any kind of water for their families. Our
walk was 3/7 of a mile one way. It was hard on our hands and arms and our backs. It was a startling realization that this is something
these families do every day and what a blessing clean, safe and ready to use water is to us.
The whole week was a great blessing to me with great encouragement given to me by Rachel. I can't thank her enough; it will always
be treasured by me. I encourage everyone to consider a week at Family Camp. What a Blessing.
Amy Palazzolo
Redeemer Tidings – September 2016
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Sunday School
Connections
All your children shall be taught by
the LORD, and great shall be the prosperity
of your children. Isaiah 54:13
I am excited to welcome everyone back to Redeemer’s Sunday School program!
We will begin the year enjoying Rally Day with our congregation by attending
worship service on Sunday, September 10. After the 10:15 worship service, all
students and parents will be invited to meet the students’ Sunday School
teachers. During this time, parents may complete the Sunday School registration
paperwork. If you prefer, you may fill out the registration forms prior to Rally
Day and bring them with you. These forms can be found on the church web-site:
redeemeronline.net under the Learn/Sunday School tab. Once you have
registered your child, please join us for the all church family picnic. Instructional
classes will resume on Sunday, September 17.
As we have done in the past, fifth grade through high school will begin at 10:15
AM in their classrooms. The students’ lesson period will be formatted around
the 10:15 AM worship bulletin. Bible readings and the “sermon” will be based on
their class lesson for the day. These groups will also be joining the worship
service to partake in Holy Communion and then will return to their classroom
for the ending prayers and the closing of their lesson. This structure allows us
the opportunity to incorporate worship into our instructional program since our
class time is concurrent with the 10:15 worship service. All other grades (pre-k
through 4th grade) will begin their Sunday School class time in the 10:15 worship
service. After the children’s message, they will be invited to begin their class
time in their classrooms.

Special Sunday School events:
 Throughout the year each Sunday School class will participate in one
10:15 worship service
 Third graders will receive their student Bibles on Sunday,
September 17. Special Bible classes will be held on 9/17, 9/24, 10/1
and 10/8. This class will be participating in the 10:15 worship service
on Sunday, October 15
 Annual stewardship lesson
 Fifth grade’s First Holy Communion will be held on Sunday, April 8,
2018
See you on September 10th!
Rhonda Rossi

Teacher’s Meeting:
Wednesday, September 6th at 7:30 PM
Redeemer Tidings – September 2016

Wednesday, September 6
7:30 PM
Sunday School Teacher’s Meeting,

Sunday, September 10
Rally Day!
Come to worship, meet your
teacher and register for Sunday
School and youth groups.
All church picnic following the
10:15 worship service.

Monday, September 11
6:30 PM
Youth and Family Team Meeting

Sunday, September 17
10:15 AM
Sunday School lessons begin
3rd grade receives Bibles

Sunday, September 17
11:30 AM
ELCA Youth Gathering meeting
for 8th through 12th grade students
and parents, in the sanctuary

Sunday, September 17
5 PM

POP’s Kick-off (4th, 5th, 6th grade)
Family Potluck Dinner

Sunday, September 24
12 noon
Luther League to Laser One

Tuesday, September 26
7:30 PM
Confirmation/Alpha League kick-off.
For parents and students!
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2018 ELCA YOUTH
GATHERING!!
June 27 – July 1, 2018

Redeemer’s Youth Groups
Redeemer is very lucky to have a wonderful group of volunteers who love to spend
time with your kids! Youth Leaders for 2017-2018 and September events are:

POP’s (grades 4, 5 and 6 )

Calling all current 8th grade

through 12th grade students!
The ELCA Youth Gathering is
coming! Every three years,
approximately 30,000 high school
youth and their adult leaders from
across the ELCA come together for
a week of faith formation known as
the Gathering. Youth and
chaperones spend their days in
interactive learning, worship, Bible
study, service and fellowship. The
Gathering leads young people to
grow in faith while challenging and
inspiring them to live their faith in
their daily lives.
The 2018 Gathering will be held in
Houston, Texas June 27 to July 1.
Students who are graduating 8th
through 12th grade in 2018 are
eligible to attend. Although the
Gathering is several months away,
planning needs to begin now.
An informative meeting will be held
on Sunday, September 17th at
11:30 AM in the sanctuary for all
8th to 12th grade students and
parents. During this time, you will
learn about the Gathering, go over
preliminary travel plans and
itinerary, expenses, payment plan
and fundraising events. Paperwork
will be handed out during this
meeting. An initial deposit of
$150.00 will be collected on Sunday,
September 24. This deposit is nonrefundable. For more information,
please contact Rhonda Rossi at
redeemer.youth@yahoo.com or at
the church office: 973-584-6300.
Redeemer Tidings – September 2016

Get Acquainted Pot Luck Dinner (for kids
and their families)
Sunday, September 17
from 5 to 7 PM in the Life Center
Games for the kids and a calendar of events for the parents to review. We
have many events planned and would like to get input from parents. Parents are
encouraged to help chaperone events. Please contact adult leaders Brittany
Pigeon charliesangel.1227@gmail.com or Tammy Snoke thesnokes@verizon.net
if you are able to come, and say how many will be attending and what you will
be bringing. There will also be a sign-up sheet on the board outside Rhonda
Rossi’s office and look for an email from redeemer.youth@yahoo.com

Alpha League (grades 7 and 8)
Amy Batsch and Barbara Thuren will be leading
this group. Information and plans for Alpha
League will be presented during the Confirmation
Kick-off on Tuesday, September 26, at 7:30 PM

Luther League
(9 through 12th grades)
th

Anna Lange, Anni Mauro, Jim Smith, Steve Snoke and
Rhonda Rossi are the adult leaders. Luther League will
meet on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month as the
calendar allows. Some dates will be changed due to
holidays, Family Promise being on-site, etc.

Lunch and Laser Tag
Sunday, September 24, 11:30 AM to 5 PM
Gather in the Luther League room following the 2nd service and head to Frank's
Pizzeria in Flanders for lunch, then on to Laser One in Wantage. We'll be
playing 3 missions and should be back to church around 5 PM. The cost is $5 for
lunch and $15 for laser tag. Snacks and arcade games at Laser One are extra.
Hope you can join us - you're welcome to invite friends along! Please RSVP as
soon as possible so that we can confirm space and arrange transportation.
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We are excited to start our seventeenth year of RCS!
“Train up a child in the way he
should go, and when he is old
he will not depart from it.”
Proverbs 22:6

FAMILY PROMISE
RETURNS
OCTOBER 1 TO 8
Redeemer serves this ministry to
homeless families in Morris County by
providing a safe place for clients to
stay. Look for sign-up sheets — help
set-up, breakdown, provide supper or
take a shift on a weeknight or
Saturday. Contact Diana Gray or Jill
Wildermann to see how you can help.

ROXBURY SOCIAL
SERVICES
Thanks to all who donated backpacks,
school supplies, and groceries over
the summer. Your generosity will help
needy families in Roxbury community.

FAITH KITCHEN
Next date to serve:
September 14
Menu: Tuna Macaroni
Casserole and Fresh Salad
This ministry at Trinity Lutheran
Church serves hungry in Dover.
You can help
 Donate items needed to make the
meal,
 serve on Thursday, September 14,
10 AM to 1 PM, or
 have your group prepare the meal
in Redeemer’s kitchen a day or
two before.

Our entire dedicated staff works together to help each child’s educational
experiences at RCS be a rewarding one while each child learns about Jesus and
“grows in God’s love.” We are blessed with a staff of fifteen loving women and
most have been here at RCS for many years. Cindy Stevens is again the director
while she teaches the threes in the mornings, Robin Pieper is our administrative
assistant, and with the teachers who each have a collegiate level degree in education,
and teacher assistants, we constitute our group. The remainder of our staff consists
of Michelle Amaducci, Kathy Bolognese, Kristen Brinkmann, Kathleen Callaghan,
Karen Dell’Aglio, Heather Fico, Charleen Gurnari, Connie Jaeger, Carolyn O’Leary,
Heather O’Mara, Anne Sauchelli, Lori Walter, Alison Remick, and Stephanie Yin.
Each staff member is required to maintain their professional skills and certification
each year in accordance with the State of New Jersey in Continuing Education and
each staff member is required to be certified in CPR and First Aid as well. Pastor
Tom and Pastor Jaye lead us in worship on Thursdays and Fridays for which we are
very grateful and our RCS Board which consists of Keith Guarneri, Pastor Tom
Kildea, Susan Schnabel, Cindy Feeney, Amanda Raymond, Kathy Ribe, Audrey
Svenningsen, Carolyn Truax, and Judi Frank donate their time to help our school run
as efficiently as it does.
We are continuing with our “Beginning Bears” program for 2 years olds (a six week
session once a week for ninety minutes), while we again offer classes for 2 1/2’s, 3’s,
4’s and the STARS (Social Techniques and Academic Readiness Skills) class. The 4’s
have a full day class which always fills very fast! We offer lunch bunch/ brunch
sessions to extend the days. “Early Birds,” computer training from age 3 and above,
Morris Museum sessions with our 4’s and above, as well as field trips, holiday
celebrations and many specials to enrich our children. We are proud to now have a
Hatch Interactive Display geared towards preschoolers.
We thank you Redeemer congregation for your constant support, prayers, and kind
words about our school that you relay to others. We know firsthand how
wonderful it is to introduce young children to our Lord and we are fortunate to be
the first educational experience for over 100 students. Please visit us on Facebook
or on our website redeemerchristianschool.com!

Our first day of school is September 6th!
Cindy Stevens and the 2017-2018 RCS Staff

To be included on the Sign-up Genius
email list, or for more information,
please contact Shelly Housel at
shelly_housel@yahoo.com or Paula
Chaney or Tammy Roselle.
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SERVERS
September 2017

Deacon

Deacon &/or

10:15

Worship Asst.

Both

Ushers

September 3

September 10

September 17

September24

Steve Davis

Lisa Nolan

Lisa Nolan

Lisa Nolan

Lisa Nolan

Donna Bellows

Pete Forester

Paula C. & Sharon B.

Mary & Lew Paul

Fred & Marge Stigliano

Mary Lou Regit

8:30 Scott & Donna Bellows

Dick Stanford
10:15

Carmen & Jeff Drew

Denise Abels

Dan & Karen Raymond

Bob Sandberg

Lay Readers

Coffee

Anne Sauchelli
Amy Palazzolo

10:15

Steve Davis

Lori Adams

Steve Sauchelli

Sharon Baker

8:30

Diane Carlock

April Cummins

Audrey Svenningson

Evelyn Hammaren

Carmen Drew

PICNIC

Gabrielle Pajewski

Lorraine Jones

Sandy Duscher

Ann Mauro

Ann Mauro

Ann Mauro

Marge Stigliano

Mary Lou Regit

Mary Lou Regit

Mary Lou Regit

Joann Kiselosky

Lisa Crawford & family

Dan & Donna Nixon

Mike Kiener

Ann Mauro

Dori Bertino

Lisa Nolan

Joe & Jo Ann Parker
10:15

Altar Guild

Greeters

10:15

Kerrie Guarneri

Bakers Guild

Marge Stigliano

9/26
9/28
9/30
9/1
9/2
9/3
9/4
9/5
9/6
9/7
9/9
9/10
9/11
9/12
9/13
9/14
9/15
9/16
9/17
9/18
9/19
9/21
9/22
9/24
9/25

Lori Keyes
Jillian Moscatello
Chuck Lada
Brittney Pigeon
Martha Hoffman
Princy Cummis, Joey Curlo, Jessica Swingle
Hailey Macrae, Caitlin Rossi
Harrison Lindsay
John Batsch, Ellie Fraser, Mia Scalamoni
Jack Budd, Sharon Ciampa
Juli Brodhecker,
Andy Cannon, Denny O’Mara
Marianna Lindsay, Kirsten Mastriano, Maggie Nolan,
Geneva Loff, Ronald Roth
Karl Svenningsen
Lori Baker, Jacob Pigeon
Christine Scano, Allyson Smith
Nancy Firth, Rachel Fyock
Riley Kitchin, Mady Levisky, Karl Stevens, Jill Wildermann
Mike Cannon, Rhonda Rossi
Roy Henricksen, Heather Johnson
Courtney Adams, Ethan Bedrock

9/1
9/2
9/5
9/10
9/14
9/16
9/16
9/18
9/20
9/20
9/21
9/24
9/26
9/27
9/28
9/28

Corine Borrero
George Gordon, Maya Nazareth, Mary Paul
Rachel Cahill, Keri Meunier Hattem

Tom and Marianna Lindsay, 28 years
Faron and Megan Moser, 10 years
Dick and Peg Stanford, 58 years
Alan Hepburn and Stephanie Hrivnak, 1 year
Howard and Pat Mann, 43 years
Mike and Melissa Tumminello, 22 years
Tom and Gabrielle Pajewski, 11 years
Kevin and April Cummins, 41 years
Jim and Bev Smith, 31 years
Ken and Kathy Ribe, 14 years
Ken and Lorrie Stibitz, 43 years
Tom and Annette Wilson, 35 years
Mark and Lori Baker, 36 years
Roy and Lisa Henricksen, 31 years
Stephen and Anne Sauchelli, 32 years
Rudy and Jill Wilderman, 49 years

